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INTRODUCTION 


OUR FIRST POST-WAR BOOK .. . Michael Nairn & Co. (Australia) Pty. Ltd. 
feel that in making available this first Pattern Book since 1941, their many 
friends in the Australian Floor Covering Trade will see in it a determined 
step toward the objective of freer supplies as well as a useful service in 
merchandising Australian Linoleums. 

DISTINCTIVE PATTERNS . . . When hostilities curtailed production, the 
resultant restricted output was necessarily reserved for the Fighting and 
Essential Services which absorbed also many of our personnel, including 
pattern designers and research people, etc. As our Technical and Design 
staff returned from Active Service, every facility was applied to minimising 
the problems of supply, creating new designs and re-creating favoured 
styles. The result is that a comprehensive range of linoleums is now being 
produced, as supplies of materials and availability of man-power permits. 
The illustrations in the following pages show that the range provides grades 
for all requirements of the Trade, from the most modest domestic floor needs 
to those of every class of building, public and private. From the No. 2 
and No. 3 quality printed linoleums may be selected distinctive patterns 
that will enhance any interior treatment, be it of conservative inclination or 
the newest idea in decoration, combining in each case the utilitarian feature 
of durability with the artistry that is so much emphasised in post-war interior 
planning. 

QUALITY, HYGIENE, RESEARCH . . . While the war curtailed the 
manufacture of linoleum, many of the problems encountered in maintaining 
production for the Fighting and Essential Services stimulated certain avenues 
of research at our Australian Factory, with direct benefits to post-war 
manufacturing. In evolving new and superior production methods, our 
laboratory staff played its part in sustaining the high quality which has 
made the name "Nairn" synonymous with superior linoleums the world over. 
The antiseptic and aseptic qualities of the oxidised linseed oil incorporated 
in linoleums are reasons why Nairn Linoleums were in demand for hospitals 
and clinics of the Fighting Services as well as public institutions during the 
war. The strong bactericidal action of linoleum is dealt with in the article 
"Doctor Lino" on page 57. This feature of linoleum alone gives it an 
unequalled claim for acceptance in interior treatments, especially as so much 
stress is placed on hygiene in the modern plan for living. 

PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE . . . Consumers throughout the world accept the 
brand "Nairn" as a guarantee of quality and satisfaction. The organisation 
continues to enjoy its reputation for integrity because, throughout the years, 
it has scrupulously adhered to its policy of manufacturing consistently high 
grades of linoleums 


[Page 5] 


G0 QOL OE 


TELEGRAPHIC CODE 


IGAPA | piece each 8/4 Linoleum. 
IGARB 2 pieces yn 50 
IGASC 
|IGAWD 
IGAXE 
IGAYF 
IGBAG 
|GBEI 
IGBIK 
IGBOL HOD a oo " 
|GUEM Lineal yards. 
IGUHN Square yards. 
IGURP Urgently required. 
IGVAR Reply by letter. 
IGVES Reply by telegram. 
IGVUY Wire earliest delivery date. 
1GVOU Can you do from stock. 
IGYRT Send nearest substitute at once. 
IGYSU Substitute the following for 

goods not in stock. 
iKCIF Wire if cannot ship. 
IKCOG Send nearest over. 
IKADA Send the above with goods on order. 
IKAMB Send with goods being shipped. 
IKATE Send freight on. 
IKAWG Make up carriage paid quantity 

with goods on order. 
IKFAB Ship by first boat. 
IKFED Send by goods train at once. 
IKBRA To be full 30 yard lengths. 


OOANOODW 


FREIGHT AND PACKING 


For Clients in Sydney and Suburbs goods will be delivered to their premises, and 
a charge of 1% on the Invoice will be made. 


For Clients in places outside Sydney, orders for the undernoted quantities will be 


delivered C.I.F. nearest port served by direct Coastal Steamer from Sydney or 
alternatively F.O.R. Sydney:— 


For all qualities Cork Carpet, Marble and Jaspe, and Linoleum down to and 
including C. . 50 or more square yards. 
... 3 pieces 8/4 


No. 3 quality printed... Psa sesasnur sibs Mee anu panetaeereete earetis es 4 pieces 8/4 


No. 2 quality printed 


or the equivalent. 
Bale packing—free. 


[ Page «6 ] 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 21/101 


[Page 7] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale 4 Actual Size 


KOSTRALTA 


Se 
Codeword: SABAD 


Made in Australia 


Scale 3 Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 21/104 Spe alas 
Made in Australia 


[Page 8] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale } Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 21/136 Cseksock GavlNe 


Made in Australia 


[Page 9] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale 4 Actual Size 
Body Cloth two yards wide only 
Pattern No. 22/136 Codeword: SEMEL 


Made in Australia 


| Page 10] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale § Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


KUSTRALTA 
= ’ 


ra: .2 yy 
Pattern! Non. 23/136 Caden dS MRS Ota 


Made in Australia 


[Page ll] 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Codeword: SIBED 


Made in Australia 


Pattern No. 22/151 


(Page 12] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale 3 Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 
‘ _& 2 
Pattern No. 23/151 Codeword: — SIBIF 


— 
Made in Australia 


[Page 13] 


No. M 


13945 
Scale } Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 22/176 Codeword: — SIXOL 
Made in Australia 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale } Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Codeword: SIXUM 


Made in Australia 


Pattern No. 23/176 


[Page 15] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


ea & 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


“=< 

Cod d: KAK 
Pattern No. 21/190 odeword: SO 
Made in Australia . 


3 
<o 
oe 


[Page 16] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 23/190 redone es Soke 


Made in Australia 


[Page 17] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale 4 Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 
KUSTRALIA 
2) 


z7 


Pattern No. 24/190 Codeword: SOKOR 


Made in Australia 


[Page 18] 


S =O Sh eel ee ene aggre 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


998 


wean 


lett) | 
sma 


4 
a 


Scale 4 Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Codeword: SOKUM 


Made in Australia 


Pattern No. 25/190 


[Page 19] 


] No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Codeword: SOLAS ,.@ 5%... 
Pattern No. 21/198 


Made in Australia 


[Page 20] 


bee yy 


Scale 3 Actual Size 
Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 23/198 Codeword: SOLIV 


Made in Australia 


L Page 21] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


a het ya a om 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


d: SOLOX .é 
Pattern No. 24/198 Codeword: S$ e ©. 
Made in Australia 


[Page 22] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


: B 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 22/199 


Made in Australia 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM | 


& 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 23/199 Codeword: SOMIX 


Made in Australia 


[Page 24] 


WN } 


2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Scale 3 Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Pattern No. 21/202 Pedewerd ss SCRAE 


Made in Australia 


[Page 25] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


| Scale 3 Actual Size 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


| Patiern No. 22/202 Codeword: SORED 


Made in Australia 


[Page 26] 


No. 2 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Codeword: SORIF 
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Made in Australia 
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Codeword: SOVEC 
Pattern No. 22/212 Made in Australia 
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Pattern No. 22/215 
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Codeword: SOYAG 
Pattern No. 21/220 Made in Australia 
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“DOCTOR LINO” 
TITLE BESTOWED UPON LINOLEUM YEARS AGO. 


"In 1924 a prominent South African bacteriologist spread emulsions containing 
approximately known numbers of live, virulent typhoid bacilli over definite areas 
of the surface of pieces of plain and inlaid linoleum, and examined these at 
intervals to see whether the bacilli survived. 


"On the first test made with concentration of bacilli of approximately 
100,000,000 to a square inch of linoleum surface—a concentration so large as 
never to be experienced under ordinary conditions outside a laboratory— 
after 30 hours there was still some living bacilli, but none alive at the expiration 
of 48 hours. 


"A second test was made using concentration of only approximately 30,000 
bacilli per square inch of surface—a quantity comparable with what might be 
experienced in ordinary circumstances. None of the bacilli survived longer than 
two hours. 


"| can really speak with confidence founded upon experience when | say the 
best floor is an ordinary deal floor covered with a really good linoleum, the 
pattern going right through it,’ the late Lord Knutsford reported. 


"At the London Hospital during the rebuilding of our operating theatre, we 
had such a floor,’ he continued, ‘and 3,000 major operations were done over, 
say, a space of ten feet by six feet. When this temporary theatre was closed, 
Dr. Bullock, our Bacteriologist, tried in vain to get any culture from the 
Linoleum.’ 


"If anyone were to give me a million to spend on a Hospital, | would put 
down in the ward no other floor than wood, covered with Linoleum. It is 
quiet, warm, easily cleaned, non-absorbent and pleasant for nurses and patients 
to walk upon, which cannot be said of any other floor.’ 


‘lt must be a source of great satisfaction to the housewife,’ his Lordship con- 
cluded, 'to know that the Linoleum that she purchases because of its cleanliness, 
cheapness, durability and pleasing appearance is also continuously throughout 
the day, and while the household sleeps, breathing its disinfectant properties 
into the atmosphere, and insidiously cleansing it of the germs that are lurking 
in readiness to attack the health of the household.’ " 
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Made in Australia 
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Made in Australia 


[Page 60] 


No. 3 QUALITY PRINTED LINOLEUM 


IL 


Hyatt 


TT 


4 
' 
i ‘ 
ik 
' 


4 
. 


Body Cloth two yards wide only 


Codeword: TAXAF 


Made in Australia 


Pattern No. 31/142 
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LINOLEUM MAINTENANCE 


Wash as required with ordinary household soap and water, using only as much 
water at a time as is necessary for cleanliness. Water will not injure the surface 
of linoleum but may cause damage both to the floor boards and to the back 
of the cloth if allowed to soak in the joins or at the edges. The use of a scrubbing 


brush on printed linoleum should be avoided. 


Polishing with an accredited floor polish saves much labour and increases the 
life of linoleum. The polishing must be done thoroughly at the beginning to 
give the best labour-saving results. It is recommended to use a little polish 
(too much would defeat its object by collecting dust) and, after leaving it 
for a few minutes, rub it dry. If the polishing cloth does not rub easily over 
the surface, or if it is at all inclined to stick, there is either too much polish or 


it has not dried sufficiently to give the best results. This is important. 


A further application in a week or two will provide a skin that will be easily 


cleaned with a mop, either dry or damp as may be necessary. 


The floor must be clean and dry before applying polish. This, also, is important. 
Spirit varnish should not be used as a means of surfacing linoleum as it tends to 
wear patchy in traffic or become white where there is any friction. Floor polish 


is not so easy to apply, but it gives infinitely better results. 


All linoleum tends to become harder and more wear-resisting after a few 
months of use and exposure to the air. Any little extra care taken during 


that period will be well repaid. 
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WARNING —Soaps containing strong alkali are injurious to all linoleum 
because they tend to soften the material. Even the mildest soap should be 
used sparingly. Cleaning compounds of the porcelain scouring type contain 
abrasives harmful to linoleum. They scratch and break the sealed surface, 
providing lodging for dirt and making subsequent cleaning more difficult. 
Use furniture cups, large surface castors or pads under heavy furniture. Broken 
castors and small metal slides groove the floors and permanently scar them. 


Chair and furniture legs should be flat, smooth and free from sharp edges. 


i, Chairleg with properly rounded corners. 


Flat castor correct for use on linoleum. 
==. 


The 


Small metal 
slides leave 
scars, 


Broken castors <& 
bite into lino- 
leum. 


Put cups under legs of heavy furniture. 
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